TENSAS BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT

     The Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District met for its regular meeting Tuesday, July 10 2012 at 9:30 A. M. in its office located at 505 District Drive Monroe, Louisiana.
     Mr. Drew Keahey, President, called the meeting to order and requested the Secretary call roll with the following present and answering:  Mr. Drew Keahey, President, Caldwell Parish; Mr. Reggie Peters, Vice President, Franklin Parish; Mr. Rodney Hutchins, Catahoula Parish;; Mr. James P. Mayo and Mr. Charles Venable, Ouachita Parish, Mrs. Ramona N. Haire and Mr. Robert Neal Harwell, Richland Parish and Mr. Venoy Kinnaird, Morehouse Parish.  Absent: Mr. Harlon Nobles, LaSalle Parish and Mr. Shelton Ruffin, West Carroll Parish. 
     Commissioner Reggie Peters opened the meeting with prayer. 
     Others in attendance were: Mr. Everette Mayo, Harrisonburg, La.; Mr. Paul Colquette, Department of Transportation and Development, Monroe, La.; Mr. James W. Berry, Legal Counsel, Tensas Basin Levee District; Mr. John Stringer, Executive Director, Tensas Basin Levee District; Mr. Brandon Waggoner, Levee District Police and Mr. Johnny Trisler, Maintenance Supervisor, Tensas Basin Levee District.

     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Charles Venable, seconded by Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the 
Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:






RESOLUTION

     WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District advertised for sale of the following surplus equipment:
     1988 TW5 Ford Tractor Serial Number 1002 with 2000 Alamo Side Boom Mower 60” Serial Number 05391


     WHEREAS, the time having arrived for the opening of bids as published in the official journal, the following bids were received, opened and read aloud:

     Wyman Wheeler, 592 Carolyn Drive, Jonesville, La. 71343 bid $4,100.00

     Russell Coldiron, 2004 Fourth Street, Jonesville, La. 71343 bid $3,501.00

     Dixie Surplus Machinery, P. O. Box 639, Pollock, La. 71467 bid $2,078.00

     Jim Durham, 40 Reesecreek Blvd., Petal, Ms. bid $3,777.00

     E. & S. Investments, LLC, 152 Tranquility Acres, Trout, La. 71371 bid $5,001.00

     Roy Riles, 13474 Carpenter Road, Bastrop, La. 71220 bid $5,100.00

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby accept the bid of Roy Riles, 13474 Carpenter Road, Bastrop, La. 71220 of $5,100.00

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey

Secretary







President

     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Ramona N. Haire, seconded by Commissioner James Mayo, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:






RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby declare that the reading of the minutes of the regular meeting held June 12, 2012 is hereby dispensed with and declared approved as published in the official journal of this board, The Richland Beacon News.

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey
Secretary







President



     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Reggie Peters, seconded by Commissioner Ramona N. Haire, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:
                                    

RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby approve all bills approved by the claims committee for June, 2012.
Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey
Secretary







President
     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Robert Neal Harwell, seconded by Commissioner Venoy Kinnaird , and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:





RESOLUTION

          NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby adopt the Louisiana Compliance Questionnaire dated July 02, 2012 and authorizes Commissioner Drew Keahey, President, Jr. John Stringer, Executive Director and Mrs. Virginia Caviness, Secretary-Treasurer, to sign on behalf of the Tensas Basin Levee District.
Virginia Caviness





Drew Keahey

 Secretary






President

     President Drew Keahey reviewed a letter to Colonel Jeffery R. Eckstein, District Engineer, U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg District, Vicksburg, Mississippi 39183-3435 dated July 10, 2012, from the Tensas Basin Levee District, advising the Tensas Basin Levee District resist the Corps of Engineers removal requirements of power poles, trees, fences and other objects which some have existed near the levee for the nearly eighty year life of the Ouachita River Levee with no documented problems during flood events.  He further stated trees can be beneficial in anchoring a levee, especially when bank caving is an issue.  The cost to remove required items and bank caving can be solved with a significant infusion of funding which far exceeds the Tensas Basin Levee District’s limited resources with our only hope being Congress provide authority to the Corps through the next Water Resources Development Act that will mandate that rehabilitation of the Ouachita River Levee is a federal responsibility.  Mr. John Stringer, Executive Director informed the Tensas Basin Levee District has loss our liability insurance coverage for levee failure because of nonacceptance by the Corps of Engineers.  

He further stated the removal of trees has begun by the Tensas Basin Levee District.

     Financial statements were reviewed and discussed.

     President Keahey called for public comments and there were none.

     President Keahey declared, after public comments and there were none, that there being no further business to come before the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District at this time, the meeting is adjourned.

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey
Secretary







President














	

















			
























































